
 

From the desk of  

   Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and peace! 

 

The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord is traditionally 

observed the Thursday before the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

in the universal calendar; however, here in the United 

States, most dioceses have transferred the celebration to 

today, the Seventh Sunday of Easter. We thus join the 

Churches in the United States celebrating the Ascension 

today “to praise the Lord, who ascends above the highest 

heavens…” 

 

Our First Reading gives an account of the events of the As-

cension as recorded in the first chapter of the Acts of the 

Apostles, which must have provided the Apostles with no little 

zeal. First, Jesus instructed them to remain in Jerusalem and wait 

for the baptism by the Holy Spirit so that they might become his “witnesses to 

the ends of the earth” by the power of the Holy Spirit. Then a cloud took Jesus from the sight of 

the disciples, and two heavenly messengers in white garments gave them deep assurance of Je-

sus’ “second coming” or return in glory. In the Second Reading, Saint Paul explains the theo-

logical meaning of Jesus’ exaltation, giving us the assurance that one day, we too will be as-

cending to Heavenly glory, provided we fulfill the mission entrusted to us by the ascending 

Lord.  

 

Our Gospel reading beautifully captures that decisive moment just prior to our Lord’s ascension 

to Heaven. With the final benediction and missionary command to his disciples, “to proclaim 

the Good News to the whole creation,” “to be his witnesses,” and “to make disciples of all na-

tions,” (Matthew 28:19), we as Christians are also called upon to become proclaimers and 

evangelizers. There is a difference between preaching and proclaiming; we preach with words, 

but we proclaim with our lives. Let us therefore ask the guidance of the Spirit of God to bear 

witness to Jesus by our transparent Christian lives.  

We can achieve this through the lessons of faith, hope, love, forgiveness, mercy, and salvation 

as our legacy and mission. Hence, let us learn about Jesus and his teachings by our daily study 

of the Bible and the rich teachings of the Church. Through this, we experience His grace in per-

sonal prayer, works of charity, and reception of the sacraments.  Our dear Pope Emeritus on this 

solemnity would say, “Today’s Solemnity of the Ascension invites us to be in profound com-

munion with the dead and Risen Jesus, invisibly present in the life of each one of us.”  

(Benedict XVI). 

 

Joyous Ascension!  

Fr. Julius 


