
 

From the desk of  

   Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and peace! 

 

Despite the challenges of this year as a result of the corona 

virus, many families were still able to travel to or received 

loved ones during the Thanksgiving last week. It was in-

deed a reunion like never before!  Our liturgy this Second 

Sunday of Advent, Year B arrives none too soon in prepa-

ration for enkindling our hearts for Christ. Advent can be 

like a small Lent, as we take on little acts of reparation 

and sacrifice, so that we can encounter a larger picture of 

Jesus, singularly comforting. 

 

Although it had been over a hundred years since the chil-

dren of Israel had encountered a prophet, they nevertheless 

recognized St. John the Baptist by his stark bearing. In both the 

First Reading and in our Gospel today, we discern some of the most 

beautiful scriptural imagery within the natural world: rugged land, deserts, wastelands, moun-

tains, grasses, flowers, and even that harsh country. St. John the Baptist proclaims the message 

and vision of the prophet Isaiah, inflaming the people to get ready in fixing up the road so that 

God has a straight path to us. Our good St. Peter continues last week’s theme encouraging us 

towards prayerful and holy devotion, preparing ourselves for that unexpectedly powerful day of 

reckoning with the mighty roar of the heavens!  

 

With a second testimonial to St. John the Baptist now in our Gospel, John advises us and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem to prepare the way of the Lord, by filling in the narrow-

minded valleys of our intolerance and leveling the mountains of our pride. St. John also filled a 

prophetic role baptizing the people from the Judean countryside in repentance for their sins.  In 

our parish this Advent season, we are unable to gather for our usual penance service; Confes-

sion helps us refashion our hearts to ‘prepare the way’ for each to be reconciled and ready for 

the birth of the Savior. You are encouraged to visit this important Sacrament before our Masses, 

or if you prefer an appointment, kindly call the office. Other parishes nearby are also available 

to help meet your desire for a good Confession, and the diocesan website lists them as well. 

Coupled with prayer and penance, one can thus experience God’s love poured out on us during 

this holy season. As always, I will help you through making a worthy confession, even if you 

feel unprepared.  

  

Alexander Pope, a seventeenth century Catholic poet asks: What do I profit if Jesus is born in 

thousands of cribs all over the world unless he is born in my heart and in my life? By deep-

ening our love for the Lord, humbling our stony hearts, forgiving and praying for those who 

antagonize us, Jesus’ rebirth in our lives should be like a beacon for those people in our 

path. This is how we ‘do’ Advent! 

  

Joyous Advent! 

Fr. Julius 


