
 

                                       From the desk of  

 Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and peace! 

 

On this Third Lenten Sunday, our liturgy intensifies our covenant agree-

ment with Jesus. Today, 

Jesus comes to physically cleanse the temple which had been growing 

in sacrilegious directions. If one were to consider how each of our 

souls is God’s temple and should be set aside solely for the glory of 

God, we can understand how today’s liturgy begs for great spiritual 

purification as Our Lord expresses “righteous anger” in the Gospel 

of today. 

 

Our First Reading from the Book of Exodus reminds us how critical it 

is for the Ten Commandments to continue as the backbone of our per-

sonal and spiritual lives. In a larger way, they also form the crux of what 

our world’s societies should base their civil laws upon, although current 

abuse of truth in our society can catch us up short. Renewing our annual under-

standing of these Commandments never becomes outdated.  With our Second Reading, St. Paul 

reminds both us and the young Church in Corinth how neither signs nor reason can equate with 

our knowledge and mystery of Christ Crucified.  

 

In today’s Gospel, we see another dimension of Christian love in Jesus’ dramatic cleansing of the 

temple. The mission of a temple is clear – a place of prayer and uniting with God. In this moment, 

an amazing inauguration was to occur, that Jesus would now become the New Temple. Since our 

Lenten penances are intended to please God, it is with great reverence for our Church that we rec-

ognize our Lord’s physical indwelling. Out of this relationship with God comes mutual love, re-

spect, and a desire for one another’s good, with no thought of personal loss or gain. We do not 

come to the Church with a business mind but with a mind to love and serve God, allowing the 

sweetness of His Body and Blood to transform us. 

 

The temple cleansing by Jesus confirms St. Paul’s admonition that we are God’s temples because 

the Spirit of God dwells in us. Our Lord Jesus desires to root out all evil within the temple of our 

world, especially in our hearts. Hence, we have no right to desecrate God’s temple by acts of lazi-

ness, ungratefulness, and impurity. Let us cleanse it by asking God’s forgiveness through the Sac-

rament of Reconciliation, using the many windows of opportunity I continue to make available 

during this Lenten season. This year, we will not be utilizing ‘general confessions.’ We await clear 

instruction from both our government and the Church with regards to physical gatherings during 

this viral era.  However, between now and then, feel free to approach me before or after any Holy 

Mass or please call to make an appointment with me. With Confession, we see yet one more way 

to remove any obstacles between ourselves and our Lord, and our purification becomes another 

building block towards making our Church a holier place. 

 

Happy Lenten Season! 

Fr. Julius 


