
 

From the desk of  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and Peace! 

Who among us does not encounter Job’s gut-wrenching despair, 

as a tireless plea to God? Our encounter with St. Paul in today’s 

liturgy reminds us how Paul also plunged to depths experienced 

by Job yet heartened with Christ’s Great Promise. Today’s Psalm, 

in response, reckons directly with the broken heartedness in  all of 

us at some moment in our lives. Today we Christians are called 

upon to see life as a precious gift from God, using it to first re-

turn praise to Him, then broaden our talents and gifts towards 

others, as Jesus did. 

  

Our First Reading from Job on the surface may elicit the persis-

tent-question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” We 

are keenly aware of our faith’s rich mysteries, yet we do know we are created in the image and likeness of 

God and we are loved by God. Our Second Reading reveals St. Paul to us as a true and dynamic follower 

of Jesus, ready to do something extra for his Lord by preaching the Gospel without recompense or remu-

neration and obeying the Lord like a slave.  We also observe how both Job and St. Paul are courageous 

enough to ask questions of our Lord and in faith, anticipate an answer! 

  

In Mark’s Gospel today, we begin to see the mission of Jesus’ early ministry. We know he is just leaving 

the Synagogue where He exorcised a demon, then begins his healing service starting with the intimate 

family [Simon’s Mother-in law] of his close disciple. By evening, He had “cured many who were sick with 

various diseases and drove out many demons.” Ministering to the needs of others, offering healing, for-

giveness, and a new beginning for many of us, we take careful note that Jesus rises early the next morning 

and goes off "to a deserted place" to pray. He had not come on earth to bring earthly prosperity to any 

town or country, but to bring spiritual salvation and blessing to all peoples. Indeed, He periodically with-

draws from the crowds to assess his work before God his Father and to recharge his spiritual batteries.   

  
The whirlwind of activity that occurred in Mark’s Gospel reading today is but reflective of how quickly Jesus 

can change our lives in remarkable ways! He wants every Christian to be an instrument of his healing 

work, both within and without. We can all fully benefit from healing with our troublesome thoughts, memo-

ries, and weak attitudes. Let us remember, any sin already confessed has been completely forgiven, and 

wiped clean, assuming we intend to ‘go and sin no more,’ Whenever we are in need of God’s healing, do 

not be afraid to ask our Lord. When we are healed, let us not forget to adore Jesus in His goodness, and 

use this grace to serve others. 

Joyous Sunday! 

Fr. Julius 


