
 

From the desk of  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and peace! 

This Sunday, we join the entire Catholic world in honoring the 

Solemnity of All Saints. Venerated in eternal glory with the Fa-

ther, these countless champions of the faith are celebrated for-

ever as role models for all. Today we are reminded that the 

saints in heaven are entrusted with the important task of in-

tercession; we are encouraged to invoke the saints always 

and everywhere, and especially during the Mass where we 

know them to be present. Since they all had to pass through 

the Way of the Cross, we are called to imitate their holiness. 

Initially the feast was only to honor martyrs, but over time 

this feast now honors the obscure as well as the famous.  

In our First Reading from the Book of Revelation, John’s vision 

of the Saints in their Heavenly Glory reveals “… a great multi-

tude, which no one could count, from every nation, race, people and 

tongue.” God’s kingdom is not limited to any group but to those “who have washed their robes 

and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.”  

In the Gospel, Jesus pronounces the eight beatitudes as he sits down to begin teaching the vast 

assembled crowd. The Sermon on the Mount will call this crowd to live a life so virtuous, that 

we might be tempted to turn away and consider it impossible! But he is summoning them by 

inviting them to share in his life – to live in him and through him. It is a kind of living worthy 

of those who are loved into being by God, those sustained and fulfilled by God’s presence. 

When he looks at them, he sees them as they are, relating immediately with their lived experi-

ence. They have come to him because they detect something so profound, beyond their con-

strained and draining existence. They want to taste eternity, so they are now on the mount of 

love.   

Today’s Solemnity therefore becomes a celebration of hope for us who are pilgrims on our way 

to the Eternal Father. The saints were ordinary Christians like us, called to paths of holiness.  

Through prayer and perseverance, seeking liberation from our own stoniness, living the four 

cardinal virtues, we too shall one day join them. Despite humanity’s many difficulties, we are 

called to follow Him without losing heart. Lord help us. Amen! 

Once again following All Saints Day, Monday, November 2 we shall commemorate All the 

Faithful Departed.  It is a day specially set apart for the faithful on earth to pray for and help our 

dear ones who, on their way to their eternal reward are still in a state of ongoing purification. 

There is no better avenue for this prayerfulness than the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

A joyous Day! 

Fr. Julius 


