
 

From the desk of  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and peace!  

The Divine Mercy Sunday this year is distinctly different from last 

year’s observance when we were in the throes of complete isolation 

and caution. But although we were missing, God has continued to 

be ever available in our lives! Our Lord, who is supernaturally 

present in all of the Sacraments, especially sanctifies us in the 

Church's great Sacrament of Forgiveness. That is why 

our opening prayer addresses the Father as ,"God of everlasting 

Mercy," who sent His only begotten Son as Savior and Lord.”  

For all of you who were unable to participate in the Sacrament of 

Confession as a result of the pandemic, a good Act of Contrition 

enables one to confess one’s sins and return us to a renewed relation-

ship with the loving Father. “O my God, I am heartily sorry for hav-

ing of- fended Thee: and I detest my sins most sincerely because they displease 

Thee, my God, Who art so deserving of all my love for Thy infinite goodness and most amiable 

perfections: and I firmly resolve by Thy holy grace never more to offend Thee.” 

In our First Reading, St. Luke relates how the early Church grew daily with their many acts and wonders 

amongst community life whilst practicing the sacrificial agápe love. Luke said “… every day the Lord 

added to their number those who were being saved.” In the second reading, St. Peter gives glory to God 

the Father for showing us His mercy, in granting Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead and glorious Ascen-

sion into Heaven. He suggests that although our faith may indeed be tested and tried, we have an imper-

ishable inheritance in our salvation.   

Traditionally, today’s Gospel of John recalls how Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a 

Sacrament of His Divine Mercy, which rightly gives his apostles the power to forgive sins with these 

words, “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained" (Jn 

20:23).  Presenting the doubting Thomas’ famous profession of faith about Jesus’ identity, “My Lord 

and my God,” the Gospel illustrates Jesus’ mercy for the doubting apostle and emphasizes the need to 

trust in faith even without empirical facts. Today, Thomas represents all of us and the other disciples 

who similarly had reservations in belief: belief in a life that escapes the senses, our unseen conviction.  

When St. Faustina received our Lord’s words requesting that this Feast of Mercy be celebrated the Sun-

day after Easter, He told her “The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall 

obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment...all the divine floodgates through which graces 

flow are opened.” [Excerpted from Diary of Sr. M. Faustina Kowalska.]. Finding time for Adoration in 

the Blessed Sacrament, performing intentional corporal and spiritual works, and partaking of the Sacra-

ment of Reconciliation are genuine ways to receive and give thanks for His Divine Mercy.  Let us ask 

God for the Faith that culminates in self-surrender to Him and leads us to serve those we encounter with 

love.  

Joyous Divine Mercy Sunday! 

Fr. Julius 


