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	Brothers and Sisters in Christ; Grace and Peace!
As we continue to listen to the teachings of our Lord during Ordinary Time, our liturgies this weekend are centered on the Christians' call to be the salt and the light of the world. Jesus wants His disciples to understand that they are not Christians for themselves alone but are called to shine for others to see and to be an influence in the world. Therefore, He reminds His disciples to be a light that shines brightly for all to see, reflecting the light of Christ Himself and to be salt, an element that improves and preserves things and changes them for the better.

In our First Reading, the prophet Isaiah gives us a practical approach to how our light can shine for others to see: “Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the homeless, and clothe the naked.” These are what the Church calls the corporal works of mercy. They are considered, even by the United Nations, as fundamental human rights. They are the basic necessities of life. Their deprivation robs humanity of dignity and leaves people in perpetual darkness. This is what the Christian is called to address. That is why, at our baptism, one of the symbols we are given is a lighted candle. Following this same teaching, Saint Paul testified that he was a “light” to the early Christians in Corinth. His words and his presence illuminated the Christian community. Also, as “salt,” he helped in preserving their faith and salvation. He did this not only through his words, but also through his actions.  In effect, Saint Paul wants the Corinthians to experience the "power of God" through his ministry. 

Our Lord, in the Gospel, emphasized the significance of salt as it applies to His disciples. In the Old Testament, salt was used to season sacrificial offerings for sin and in celebration of God's covenant with them: “Season all your grain offerings with salt; you shall not let the salt of the covenant with your God be lacking from your cereal offering” (Lev 2:13).
Land agreements were also sealed with a gift of salt as proof of the strength and permanence of the contract. Salt was further seen as a symbol of God’s activity in a person’s life because it penetrates, preserves, and aids in healing. In the same way, our Lord expects Christians to be salt, salt that changes things for the better.

It may be a delicate question, but it is a necessary one: What does my lifestyle say about me?  Am I light?  Am I salt?  Does what I say and do influence others for good or for harm? As a Christian, am I living in fidelity to Christ and His ways? We must not forget that the law of Christ  is more important than any other regulation, even Church laws is to love God and our neighbor as ourselves. As Saint John reminds us, we cannot love God unless we love our neighbor.

Once again, let us realize that we were not baptized for ourselves alone, rather we were baptized into Christ and into the missionary activity of the Church. Whatever call or vocation we have been gifted with, our lives should speak of Christ, especially through our love for God and one another, expressed in forgiveness, tolerance, the avoidance of rash judgment, and respect for the good name of others. In this way, let our lives speak of God’s love. Be light! Be salt! Let God's power break forth in you!
A Blessed Sunday!



	This Week’s Readings and Mass Intentions

		Mon., Feb 9: 1Kgs 8: 1-7, 9-13, Mk 6: 53-56

	9:00 a.m. – No Mass - Diocesan Priest Study Week 

	Tue., Feb 10: 1Kgs 8: 22-23, 27-30, Mk 7: 1-13

	9:00 a.m. – No Mass (Communion Service Only)

	Wed., Feb 11: 1Kgs 10: 1-10, Mk 7: 14-23

	9:00 a.m. - No Mass (Communion Service Only)

	Thu. Feb 12: 1Kgs 11: 4-13, Mk 7: 24-30

	9:00 a.m. Mass – Archbishop John Bonaventure Kwofie (Intentions) by --- 

	Fri., Feb 13: 1Kgs 11: 29-32; 12: 19, Mk 7: 31-37

	9:00 a.m. Mass - [image: ] Robert DeRegis by Don & Claudia Brazeau



		Sat., Feb 14: 1Kgs 12: 26-32; 13: 33-34, Mk 8: 1-10

	4:00 p.m. Mass - [image: ] Paul R Griego by The Griego’s Family 

	Sun., Feb 15: Sir 15: 15-20, 1 Cor 2: 6-10, Mt 5: 17-37

	8:00 a.m. Mass - [image: ] Alan Beavers by The Beaver’s Family

	10:00 a.m. Mass - [image: ] Martin E. Smith by Jean & Roger Schneider 

	12:30 p.m. Mass – People of the Parish  





 
[bookmark: _Hlk218846589]This week, the Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of Patrick Fusaro by The Fusaro’s Family.
[bookmark: _Hlk213155316]No Altar Flowers donated this week
Call the office to donate for the Sanctuary Lamp or for Altar Flowers, for a loved one or in memory of a loved one. 









	

	



	Here is a headline in case you want to insert some content here

	Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam.
	Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam.
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	February 7th, 2026, | The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time


Pastoral Staff
Pastor……………………..................………………….Rev. Dr. Julius Abuh
………………………………………….….…frjabuh@gmail.com  (personal)
Deacon …………………………………………………………...Walter Stone
                                                                            wjstone01@outlook.com
Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper……………….…...………Claudia Brazeau
…………………………………………….….……….…….office@sjtwrcc.org
Office Assistant………………………….…….…….………..Jessie Fusaro
…………………………………………….….…..…….assistant@sjtwrcc.org
Operations Manager………………………………….……….Mary Beavers
………………………………………………………………gee4949@aol.com
Hispanic Ministry………………………….…..…...Maria Leon/Joel Garcia
Director, Religious Education………...……………………..Tami Clowers
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA).…………...Ben Swiderek
Coordinator of Youth Ministry………………………..….Daniela Aguilera
Director of Sacred Music…………………………………….Jodi Swiderek
Knights of Columbus……………………………..….…….Gerry Schlueter
Women’s Group…………………….……………...........……….Tina Bolton

Sacramental Needs
	[image: ]
	Baptism: Preparation is required for parents who desire their child to be baptized. Parents must be registered with the church. Forms are available in the office.
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	Reconciliation: Offered on Saturdays at 3:15 p.m., Sundays at 9:15 a.m. and 12 p.m. (Spanish) or upon request.
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	Pastoral Care of the Sick: Notify the office for homebound or hospitalized to request a visit from Father Julius for either communion or anointing of the sick. In the event of death, Mass can be offered immediately or on a date convenient for the family.
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	Holy Matrimony: Couples should contact the pastor a minimum of six months in advance. Dates may not be set prior to the second meeting with the priest. The Diocese requires couples to attend an Engaged Encounter of Picture of Love Weekend.

	
	

	Stay connected and discover more about our parish life 
at www.sjtwrcc.org. Find Mass times, events, ministries, 
bulletins, and more!
	[image: ]




	Mass Schedule

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m.,10:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. (Spanish)
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m. – Tuesday- Friday

Adoration
Friday: 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Rosary
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m. (after Mass)
Thursday: 7:00 p.m. (in the Grotto)
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Inspiration from St. John Bosco’s Dedication

Lord Jesus, we thank You for the Inspiring dedication of 
John Bosco, who devoted his life to the youth and the marginalized.
May his unwavering faith and commitment ignite in us a passion for service and compassion.
Help us to follow his example, nurturing hope and joy in the hearts of those we encounter.

Amen.
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  Week  30 :  January  24 - 25 , 202 6   Attendance ……………………………………….… … …… 241     Weekly Need   for New Year…. …...………...…………. $ 6 , 3 5 1     Proceeds   Offertory …………………………….……...… … … ….. . $ 2 , 029   Online Offerings ………………………... ... … … … .. … .. $ 1 , 555     Week +/ - …… ……….. ……… .. . . .. . … … . . … …… … . … -     $ 2,767   YTD +/ - .…………..…………….…… … … .. .. . … …. .  +   $ 17 , 620     Capital - E xpenses ……… ………. …… .. … …… … .. … … … . . $ 0   Capital Building Fund .….……… . .. …..… …. … … . … …   . . $ 270   Good   Shepherd …………… … .… .. …. … …… …. … ..   .. .. . .. . $ 3 0   Feed My Sheep ..……………… … …..… . .. . . .. … … .. …. … .. $ 51     Family Life Center   Collections …………………… … … . . . . ...   ... … .. … … … . . $ 1,536   YTD ………………………………… … …… ……. .. $ 2,3 50 , 831   Total Pledged ……………………….… … … . .….... $ 2,17 1 , 575     We're grateful for your faithful stewardship and for your  continued fulfillment of your pledges.   May God Bless you  in all ways for your generosity.     Online Giving:   Tired of writing checks? Visit our web site  to set up one - time and/or recurr ing   donations. Click  “D onate  N ow ” for a dropdown selection of giving  opportun i ties . C all the office if you want to designate a  donation for a specific project.   All donations are to be  made payable to “St. Joseph the Worker, Madisonville,  Tn .     Are you interested in investing in the future of our  parish?   A bequest in your  W ill   could provide greater  ministries for God’s work in our parish. Please call the  office for information.       We welcome our visitors with joyful hearts. If you are not  registered and wish to join our faith community, please see  an usher after Mass or contact the office.       About  U s     First Gathering :  Sept. 16, 1992;    Blessing of the Building :  May 25, 2001;    Consecration of Altar & Church :  Jan. 12,  2003.     Canonically Erected Parish :  May 1,  2006,     (on the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker)     Mass Requests:   We have   openings for daily & weekend Mass  requests. Have a Mass said for someone living or deceased. The  Holy Mass is the best form of prayer. Call the office to request a  Mass.     Coffee & Donuts  are served  after the 8 am and the 10am Masses  on Sunday s.  At   the 10am Mass,  on the fourth Sunday of the  month ,   a pot - luck meal is served.       Saturday  4pm Mass:   The first social will be held Saturday, January  31 st .   We hope to see you there!     The  Seven Sisters Apostolate   in our parish collectively pray every  day for Fr. Julius , our pastor . Our Seven Sisters are: Jen, Ann,  Kellyann, Denise, Ann, Patty & Grace.   If interested in joining this  apostolate, contact Tina Bolton 561 - 202 - 4760; check out the website  SevenSistersApostolate.org to learn more.                                                       

 Faith Formation   & Enrichment  

OCIA   classes  are held on   Wednes day s , at 7:00 pm in  the parish hall.   C all the office for more details.     Bible Study:   T he T hursday evening Bible study  class  meet s at 7:00 pm in the parish hall, we  are   study ing   the prophets.        Adoration:   Please prayerfully consider signing up for  Adoration  on Fridays  between 9:30 am  and noon.       Pray the Rosary :   Our Blessed Mother  asks   us to pray  the rosary for world peace.  Join   us on Thursdays at  the grotto   (or in the church if weather requires).       All Readers at Mass :   The 2026 Reader Workbooks are  now available.   Please check the  mailboxes   outside of the  parish office for your book. It will have your name on it.  

 Time and Talent  

    Help   Serve Our Community : SJTW prepare s / serve s   a free  supper at First United Methodist Church   every  7   weeks.  V olunteers  make   side dishes and desserts at home and bring  them to the church.  C ontact Jodi at (423) 404 - 2258 .     We must continue to raise money for FLC! Our next financial goal is  $3M. Our aim is to apply for a very, very small construction loan from  the Diocese. We need everyone working to achieve that goal!   Pledges, Naming Opportunities, attending fundraising eve nts, all  goes towards that goal. Join the FLC financial movement. Thank you  for your support!          T he Welcome Committee   has  a Welcome Table  located in the  Church Narthex for new parishioners to visit.  Visitors  to our Church  are encouraged to sign our guest book .     The Youth Group   meets on Wednesdays in Religious Ed Bldg. from  6 - 7 pm. All Confirmed   youth   are invited to attend.   We are looking for  young people who love God and want to make a difference in our  Parish and community.         The date of the next Women’s Group meeting has been changed  to Saturday, MARCH 21 at 11am in the Parish Hall.     We will be  playing Bunco, an easy - to - learn dice game; no worries if you  have never played before.    Please mark your calendar to join us  for fun &   fellowship.                                                                       

 

This Week’s Readings and Mass Intentions  

Mon ., Ju ly   7 :  Gn 28: 10 - 22a, Mt 9: 18 - 26  

9 :00 a.m.  —   No Mass  

Tue ., Ju ly   8 :  Gn 32: 23 - 33, Mt 9: 32 - 38  

9:00 a.m.  —   No Mass  

Wed ., Ju ly   9 :  Gn   41: 55 - 57;42:5 - 7a, 17 - 24a, Mt 10: 1 - 7  

9 :00 a.m.  —   No Mass (Communion Service Only)  

Thu., July 10:   Gn 44: 18 - 21, 23b - 29; 45:1 - 5, Mt 10: 7 - 15  

9:00 a.m.  —   No Mass  

Fri ., Ju ly   1 1 :  Gn 46: 1 - 7, 28 - 30, Mt 10: 16 - 23  

9 :00 a.m.  —   No Mass (Communion Service Only)  

Sat ., Ju ly   12 :  Gn 49: 29 - 32; 50: 15 - 26a, Mt 10: 24 - 33  

4 :00  p .m.  —     Ron and Marie Nicholas by Cindy Willbee  

Sun ., Ju ly   13 :  Dt 30: 10 - 14, Col 1: 15 - 20, Lk 10: 25 - 37  

8:00 a.m.  —   Marie and Bill Wardle (57 th   Wedding  Anniversary by the Galante Family)  

10 :00 a.m.  —     Amber Blockley by the Scroback Family  

         “...to possess God in full in the beatific vision is to have  our powers fully realized, fully perfected, and to find them  at rest, in perfect happiness for all eternity"   ~   St Augustine     “The probability that we may fall in the struggle ought not  to deter us from the support of a cause we believe to be  just; it shall not deter me.”   ~Abraham Lincoln       The l ast Saturday of the  month , The   Knights have  free breakfast   at 9 am for the men of our parish. After breakfast there is a short  "Faith in Action" program designed to bring Catholic men together  to share our faith and our desire to serve family, parish, and  community. To ensure we have enough food for all, please  RSVP   to  elharless@comcast,net           ve the Date       Ash Wednesday is just around the corner! To help us  prepare, please bring in your palms from last year by  February 15th . This ensures we have plenty of time to  prepare the ashes for our service on  Wednesday,  February 18th .     The Parish is taking steps to build a Columbarium on - site.  The Columbarium would hold cremated remains of  parishioners and friends that purchase a private niche. We  are seeking 4 volunteers to join the Columbarium Board.   For more information or to volunteer, contact Mary in the  Church Office at 423 - 442 - 7273.     If you wish to have your home blessed, please call the  office to set up an appointment. What a wonderful way to  start the new year with the God’s protection of your home.       Religious Education   (Please see the bulletin boards for more details)     FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT   When:  Saturday, February 7, 2026   Time:  9:00 am -   10:30 am   Where:  SJTW Catholic Church     CONFIRMATION RETREAT   When:  Saturday, March 14, 2026   TIME:  9:00 am -   11:00 am   Where:  SJTW Religious Education Building     CONFIRMATION with Bishop Beckman   Date:  Sunday, April 19, 2026   TIME:  2:00 pm  Please be at church by 1:30 pm     FIRST HOLY COMMUNION   DATE:  Saturday, May 16, 2026   TIME:  10:30 am (PLEASE BE EARLY)                                Prayer   Intentions  

For God’s Healing:  Madeline Albach, Karen Burris,  Howard Clarke, Mary Cornejo, Ron Cross,  Russell  Flynn,  Barbara Hill, Bruce Mackenzie, Karen  Ruggiero,  Bill   Swars, Patty Swatzell, Donald Synder, Dennis  Wilson , Keith Feltz .                  For Our Military:  Nicholas Dickson, Matthew Fioravanti,  Jacob Hill, Quinn Mackenzie,  Sara Ruggiero,  Chris St.  Pierre, Seth Turpeinen     For Vocations:   Lord, we pray for an abundance of  vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated  life,  including   those called to serve as religious sisters   and brothers. May all who are called respond with  generous hearts to build up Your Church.     Call the office to add someone to our prayer intentions.       Happy Birthday:   Jazmin Almanza, Daniel Calderon,  Arizbeth Jimenz, William Jimenez, Joshua Portillo - Martinez, James Williams, McKenna Wright, Sandra  Aguilar , Luis Figueroa, Kimberly Gallardo, Alexa  Hernandez, Gerardo Leon, Leanne Lewis, Cesar Lopez,  William Bright, Jacob Eli Carmley, Linda Jimenez, Ayden  Lara, Victoria Solis, Jorge Zavala, Eden Barrera, Diana  Wiers - Stone, Miguel Gonzalez, Val eria Lara, Gilbert  Morr, Winy Perez, Terence Shea, Bridget Lambert, Linda  Mager, Manuel Quintana           Happy Anniversary :   Robert  &  Sue MacDuff, Christian &  Susan Meyer     Sanctuary Candles :   Donations are $ 2 5 per candle, which  burns for one week. The continuous flame symbolizes  Christ's unending love and His constant presence and  reminds the faithful their call to loving adoration in return.     Gala:  Don’t forget to bring in your donations for the Gala  Auction!   Members of the Donations Team will be in the  Narthex before each Mass to collect your items.   Thanks  in advance for your support.   SJTWDonate@gmail.com .    

   Social Media Corner  

Help us celebrate  our   St. Joseph the Worker  community! We’re looking for photos and highlights  from our parish ministries, classes, and events to  share on our Facebook page.     Please email your snapshots and news to    Dana Smith   (danasmithtwins@gmail.com) or    Craig Smith   ( cornstar81@gmail.com ).       We can’t wait to see what your group has been up to!    
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